SOUL LIGHT - Twenty Three
WE ALL JOKE ABOUT POLITICIANS

We all joke about politicians — however this thought-provoking article is by Vaclav Havel, awriter and
dramatist who became the 1st President of the Czech Republic. The entire article islonger than my normal
page so I've just reprinted the last two parts. Email meif you'd like the rest sent to you. Thanks.

Two Transcendent | deas

The idea of human rights and freedoms must be an integral part of any meaningful
world order. Yet, | think it must be anchored in adifferent place, and in adifferent way,
than has been the case so far. If it isto be more than just a slogan mocked by half the
world, it cannot be expressed in the language of a departing era, and it must not be mere
froth floating on the subsiding waters of faith in a purely scientific relationship to the
world.

Paradoxically, inspiration for the renewal of thislost integrity can once again be found
in science, in ascience that is new - let us say postmodern - a science producing ideas
that in a certain sense alow it to transcend its own limits. | will give two examples:

Thefirst isthe Anthropic Cosmological Principle. Its authors and adherents have
pointed out that from the countless possible courses of its evolution the universe took
the only one that enabled life to emerge. Thisis not yet proof that the aim of the
universe has always been that it should one day see itself through our eyes. But how else
can this matter be explained?

I think the Anthropic Cosmological Principle bringsto us an idea perhaps as old as
humanity itself: that we are not at all just an accidental anhomaly, the microscopic
caprice of atine particle whirling in the endless depth of the universe. Instead, we are
mysteriously connected to the entire universe, we are mirrored in it, just as the entire
evolution of the universeis mirrored in us.

Until recently, it might have seemed that we were an unhappy bit of mildew on a
heavenly body whirling in space among many that have no mildew on them at all. this
was something that classical science could explain. Y et, the moment it begins to appear
that we are deeply connected to the entire universe, science reaches the outer limits of
its powers. Because it is founded on the search for universal laws, it cannot deal with
singularity, that is, with uniqueness. The universe is a unique event and a unique story,
and so far we are the unique point of that story. But unique events and stories are the
domain of poetry, not science. With the formulation of the Anthropic Cosmological
Principle, science has found itself on the border between formula and story, between
science and myth. In that, however, science has paradoxically returned, in a roundabout
way, to man, and offers him - in new clothing - hislost integrity. It does so by anchoring
him once more in the cosmos.

The second example is the Gaia Hypothesis. This theory brings together proof that the
dense network of mutual interactions between the organic and inorganic portions of the
earth's surface form a single system, a kind of mega-organism, aliving planet - Gaia -
named after an ancient goddess who is recognizable as an archetype of the Earth Mother
in perhaps all religions. According to the Gaia Hypothesis, we are parts of a greater
whole. If we endanger her, she will dispense with usin the interest of ahigher value -



that is, lifeitself.
Toward Self-Transcendence

What makes the Anthropic Principle and the Gaia Hypothesis so inspiring? One simple
thing: Both remind us, in modern language, of what we have long suspected, of what we
have long projected into our forgotten myths and perhaps what has always lain dormant
within us as archetypes. That is, the awareness of our being anchored in the earth and
the universe, the awareness that we are not here alone nor for ourselves alone, but that
we are an integral part of higher, mysterious entities against whom it is not advisable to
blaspheme. This forgotten awarenessis encoded in all religions. All cultures anticipate it
invarious forms. It is one of the things that form the basis of man's understanding of
himself, of his placein the world, and ultimately of the world as such.

A modern philosopher once said: "Only a God can save us now."

Y es, the only real hope of people today is probably arenewal of our certainty that we are
rooted in the earth and, at the same time, in the cosmos. This awareness endows us with
the capacity for self-transcendence. Politicians at international forums may reiterate a
thousand times that the basis of the new world order must be universal respects for
human rights, but it will mean nothing as long as this imperative does not derive from
the respect of the miracle of Being, the miracle of the universe, the miracle of nature, the
miracle of our own existence. Only someone who submits to the authority of the
universal order and of creation, who values the right to be a part of it and a participant
init, can genuinely value himself and his neighbors, and thus honor their rights as well.
It logically follows that, in today's multicultural world, the truly reliable path to
coexistence, to peaceful coexistence and creative cooperation, must start from what is at
theroot of all cultures and what lies infinitely deeper in human hearts and minds than
political opinion, convictions, antipathies, or sympathies - it must be rooted in self-
transcendence:

» Transcendence as a hand reached out to those close to us, to foreigners, to the
human community, to all living creatures, to nature, to the universe.

 Transcendence as a deeply and joyously experienced need to be in harmony even
with what we ourselves are not, what we do not understand, what seems distant from us
in time and space, but with which we are nevertheless mysteriously linked because,
together with us, all this constitutes a single world.

e Transcendence as the only redl alternative to extinction.
The Declaration of Independence states that the Creator gave man the right to liberty. It
seems man can realize that liberty only if he does not forget the One who endowed him
withit.

Love and Blessings,

Les



